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        Beschreibung:

        DANCE
2017 signed and dated 'Madsaki 2017' on the reverse acrylic paint, aerosol on canvas 259.7 x 390.1 cm. (102 1/4 x 153 5/8 in.) Executed in 2017.
In Dance I, Matisse employs a ring motif, drawing on folk dances such as the sardana and the farandole, evoking a ritualistic, spiritual effect and achieving a symbolic art. This ring motif of dancers can be seen in his earlier Fauve painting, Joy of Life (Bonheur de vivre, 1905-6), in which he depicts female nudes dancing within a utopian, whimsical scene. In Dance I, however, Matisse adopts a more reductive approach to painting, using the ‘fundamental elements’ of line, colour and form to achieve the feeling of lightness and the sensation of movementvi. Here I come Henri In DANCE 2, MADSAKI evokes a similar harmonious depiction of dance through his adoption of Matisse’s reductive approach to painting. The artist, like Matisse, uses saturated areas of tonal colour, contouring his female nudes with strong, definite black lines. In some areas he has let these lines drip, most notably down from the hair of the dancers and the dotted eyes, giving the strange impression that they are crying despite their smiles. This ‘crying’ smiley face is a recurrent motif in MADSAKI’s work, serving as his disruptive signature. For the artist, the smile is the ‘soul’ of the painting, and ‘the most emotional part’, which he leaves as the last element he puts on the canvasvii. The dripping effect also mirrors that of the original Dance I, where the bright blue of the background trickles into the green grassy knoll in the bottom half of the painting. Cropped image showing the dripping detail in Henri Matisse  Dance I, 1909. Collection of the Museum of Modern Art, New York. Cropped image showing the dripping detail in MADSAKI, DANCE 2, 2017. Courtesy of Perrotin. Reimagining the Greats MADSAKI is not the first artist to appropriate and reimagine classical works, but his signature grungy graffiti aesthetic is a mischievous new take on the artistic reimagining of the Greats. MADSAKI, like many of the most influential artists before him, from Marcel Duchamp to Andy Warhol  dares to defy convention and gives the viewer a greater freedom to enjoy the work. As with Duchamp and his ‘readymades’, such as the iconic L.H.O.O.Q. Mona Lisa (1919), MADSAKI investigates the notion of originality and what constitutes art. However, MADSAKI moves beyond Duchamp’s reimagining of Leonardo Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, in which Duchamp stenciled a mustache and goatee onto a postcard representing the artwork, by bringing the work of the Old Masters firmly into the 21st Century, using a striking, contemporary visual language that is accessible to all.
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